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NOTES for the Greenwich, CT BET Meeting 

"To POISON or not to POISON, -that Is the question" 

Jan., 01/29/18 

1. It is a pleasure to be here today to share some of my thoughts with you about various future 

plans our town is considering and how these plans will affect my neighbors, as well as me as a 

homeowner. I am also an abutter (for the past 42 years ) whose backyard fence abuts the 

Eastern Middle School (EMS) perimeter fence, and my backyard deck is less than 100 feet from 

the batting cage of the baseball field in the northeast corner of the schoolyard of Eastern Middle 
School. 

2. My current perspective is also necessarily influenced by the fact that I trained for my MD from 

Cornell Univ. Medical College (CUM C) -New York Hospital, where our Chairman of the 

Biochemistry Department had been awarded the Nobel Prize In Medicine, so we naturally talked 

a lot about molecules, toxicity, and how they were intertwined with our teachings in the 

Department of Public Health. 

3. So the concept of a "poison" is something that is worth considering in a broader sense, in which 

negative effects can take decades or even a generation or two to manifest themselves. For 
example, as a youngster I remember that liquid mercury, or lead paint or plumbing, or 

cigarettes, or asbestos, did not Inspire any major alarm. So look what happened I 

4. Currently, Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO's) such as GMO bluegrass, also do 

not inspire any major concerns about the closely related-notorious weed killer, "Roundup

glyphosate." .... Yet there are many people and studies which evoke major concerns about 
I 

causation of cancer, parkinsonism, and autism. To ignore the questions, including even the 

question of GMO grass (and reduce it to a three minute presentation! ) is to repeat a mistake 

made in the past by so many municipalities, Including Greenwich CT in which, "haste makes 
waste/" For example, there are a number of locations In our town, Including the high school 

playing field, which have been very much affected by soil contamination, and those past hasty 

"3-minute decisions" have come back to haunt us, and cost us plenty to remedy when we 

yielded to the temptation of a quick shortcut of some sort, -- naively thinking that we could 
somehow outwit Mother Nature and the laws of chemistry, - which you can NEVER really do. 

5. But the fundamental question Is really what kind of quality of life do we want to preserve in the 

Riverside neighborhood. The broad and inviting EMS field ·is such a tempting target for 

development, particularly by those who do not live in this neighborhood. After my highly 
stimulating years in noisy NYC at Cornell Medical College, with Sloan-Kettering Memorial 

Hospital, and Hospital for Special Surgery just a block away, I was eventually ready to seek a 

quiet, tranquil, unpolluted environment in which to live. I spent about two years, looking at 
"' over 100 houses until I located my current home, with its backyard fence overlooking EMS's 

playing field, with all that natural grass. I bought the house because of the tranquil view and 

sightline, - not the architecture of the house . 
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6. Had there been any sleep-disrupting (melatonin- disrupting ) active night lighting and sports 
complex on that field in the evenings, I would never have given It a second look. 

6.1 The disruption caused by the proposed heavy-duty lighting for night play on a major sports 

field is a serious threat to the tranquility and ambience of the neighborhood. As you may know the 

neighborhood has changed substantially in the past decade or so. Rather than moving north of the 

Merritt Parkway as before, the VERY many families that have moved on to our street and the 

neighboring streets are building and buying multiple large "McManslons" which cost In the 

neighborhood of $3-$4 million, vastly Increasing the taxable base for our town. They too are drawn 

by the tranquility that the Eastern Middle School field affords,- our only Riverside neighborhood 

de-facto Park. So the specter of noise and the crush of increased traffic from spectator cars is a 

serious threat to what makes this neighborhood so special, - and disrupting the reassuring promise 

and basic right of "quiet enloyment"of one's home. It Is not surprising that real estate folks have 

warned of potentially severe home value drops of up to SO% in abutting homes, if this threat of an 

Illuminated night sports complex were to be realized. 

7. We very much need to maintain that open field which is such a soothing blessing for such a 

variety of unstructured activities. I witness it being used almost constantly by youngsters racing 

across the field, playing informal (not regimented) games, racing their dogs, launching their 

rockets, flying their kites and airplanes, sledding down the small hill in the corner of the field, 

striding across with their cross-country skis in the wintertime. It Is these kind of UNSTRUCTURED 

activities ( not supervised League sports) that best promote ln~ependence and self-confidence 

growth in youngsters. Both my son and daughter attended EMS , during principal Ben 

Davenport's era, and benefited enormously from the warm-hearted schooling atmosphere at EMS. 
My daughter, near the top of her class, sang the lead role in "Brigadoon" in the school musical. 

My son once , on a dare from a bunch of his cocky buddies in 6th grade, climbed Spider-Man style 

up the outside wall of the school uo onto the roof ( and got in trouble for It I ) as they s_tared 

upward In chagrined amazement. 

8. But he learned something from this crazy roof misadventure and went on to become a top 

winter ice climber, with the two ice axes and going on expeditions up Mount Washington, in New 

Hampshire In the winter to climb frozen waterfalls. Ultimately both kids went on to study history 

and economics at the University of Pennsylvania and are now happy high- functional adults I 

All because of that quiet open field In back of EMS I 
' 

So let us not tamper with a winning,( but delicately balanced and fragile, ) neighborhood formula 

that we have right now. 

I like it here where I have been for the past 42 years,- and do not want to flee to Florida ! 
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